
 

  This electrical utility grounding rod was driven 
completely through the six-inch asbestos 
cement pipe. The rod was so corroded that it 
was very difficult to remove from the impaled 
main. At some point in the past there had been 
a utility pole nearby that served an adjacent 
building. The pole was removed and the service 
changed to another pole.  
 

  No one on the PUD crew was around when 
the change was made in the 70’s(?) This is a 
heavy clay soil in an area where there is 
seepage from the hillside above, and roof run 
off from the building that keeps the place wet. 
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Thanks to all those aspiring photographers! Get your pictures ready for February 2010! 
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DOESN’T ELECTRICAL CODE RECOMMEND GROUNDING TO A CO LD WATER PIPE? 
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  The main was installed in the 60”s and we discovered the leak in 2003. We feel that the leak 
had been going for 20 years or more. Once the rod was removed the leak was quickly repaired 
with a full circle clamp.                  Submitted by David Vik with City of Cathlamet  

   A contractor decided that 
he did not need locates 
before installing a new guard 
rail. He must have thought 
that his post driver could 
located an 18-inch water 
main better than the utility’s 
locating equipment.  
 

   As you can see from this 
picture, he was right.  
Submitted by Gannon 
Geiger with Suncadia 
Water Company, LCC, Cle 
Elum.  
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LEAK PHOTO CONTEST 
Sponsored by  

American Leak Detection 

CASH PRIZES  
1st Prize  $175 
2nd Prize   $75 
3rd Prize    $50 

 
This contest is offered to water utility professionals in Washington. Consider scenes with the oldest 
leak, or the most bizarre or even dangerous leak. All pictures are due at the Conference in 2010.  
Bring a high-quality image, however even phone camera images will be accepted.  However, photo 
quality is important and any out-of-focus shots should not be sent. Winners will be announced at the 
Evergreen Rural Water Conference and awarded at the Banquet.   
 

THE RULES 
¨ Limit of TWO submissions per entity. Entries can be color or black & white.  
¨ Requested size: 8x10 flush mounted - the photo runs to the edge of the mounting board.  
¨ Each entrant is only eligible for one single cash prize. 
¨ Supply printed story of the leak on an additional 8.5 x 11 paper, large type.  
¨ The photo does not have to be taken by the entrant, but the photographer must be aware of 

the submission.  
¨ NO PROFESSIONAL  entries please.  
¨ NOTE: photos beyond this criteria may be removed from consideration without the entrant 

being notified.  

All photos entered meeting the requested criteria will be evaluated by a panel of judges.  American 
Leak Detection and/or Evergreen Rural Water will be permitted future use of photos at shows or other 
publications and will provide credit to photographer and/or appropriate utility. Therefore, the mounted 
pictures will not be returned.  If photo/story does receive prize, please forward digital file of picture 
and story to spokane@americanleak.com�

  This 8" water main is located on a steep 
bank  between 5th Avenue N and 6th 
Avenue N. This main is located in a utility 
easement crossing an undeveloped terrain.  
  Trees have grown along the ditch line of 
the main. A contractor digging on a lower 
part of the bank, may have weaken the 
upper bank and a tree fell over, roots of the 
tree growing in ditch line of main pulling 
apart the 8" AC water main.  
 
No line locate was called for. This leak 
occurred in 8/08. 
 
Submitted by Raymond Doll, City of 
Okanogan 


